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“If one takes care of the means, the end will take care of itself.”
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Un-Licensed —Un-Numbered —
Un-Taxed
By Carl Watner

An example of creeping statism, if there was ever one, is the
now widespread use of social security numbers. No one, | daresay
could have predicted back in the late 1930s when the program
was begun, that 60 years later it would almost be impossible to
live and work without such a government identification number.
The purpose of this article is to explore the philosophy and efforts
of some “‘conscientious objectors” who prefer to remain
individuals rather than embrace a statist system which licenses,
numbers, and taxes them in hundreds of ways.

One of the most pervasive ways that government controls us
is by regulating our right to travel over the geographic areas they
have coercively monopolized. Each of the fifty state governments
of the United States has a comprehensive motor vehicle and
driver code which governs our movements. Generally, they
accomplish this by requiring 1) that every driver of a motorized
vehicle be licensed; and 2) that every vehicle traveling upon state
roads be registered and tagged. A citizen cannot claim a right
to travel upon roads that his fuel taxes and general tax monies
have helped build. The states have created monstrous
bureaucracies which have conditioned us into accepting state
control over our lives, and which levy and collect extremely large
amounts of money in sales and excise taxes, licensing fees (from
both driver permits and license tags), and collections from fines
and penalties for violations of their so-called laws. In short, the
motor vehicle licensing monopoly is big, big, business and
because motorized transport has become an integral way of life
to us, it becomes extremely difficult to escape the tentacles of
the state.

Even the Old Order Amish, a religious group which largely re-
jects the use of modern automobiles and trucks, find themselves
involved with the modern state, much to their displeasure.
Though the Amish are not required to have driver's licenses, in
at least some areas their horse-drawn buggies must be tagged
before they can legally be driven upon state roads. The Amish
have also been fighting building codes and permits for decades.
In some localities the local licensing authorities even demand
that they obtain permits to erect outhouses. Another tenet of
their religion looks askance upon insurance. Hence, they refus-
ed to become voluntary participants in the federal Social Security
program when it was extended to them in the early 1950s. After
the seizure and forced sale of some Amish horses and farm im-
plements, the U.S. Congress passed legislation that exempted
the Amish from contributions to Social Security. Nevertheless,
this did not relieve the Amish from the liability of filing and pay-
ing federal income taxes. They are still expected to obtain and
use a federal identification number upon their tax returns
(though the IRS has a special form for those Amish who refuse
to get a Social Security number), and if they employ non-Amish
hired-help they still must make payments to the Social Security
system on behalf of those employees. So, if an organized and
long-recognized religious community, like the Amish, cannot
insulate and isolate itself from the statist beast, what are those
with voluntaryist sentiments to do? What chance is there to
remain unlicensed, unnumbered, and untaxed?

Roger Barker, a subscriber to THE VOLUNTARYIST, brought to
my attention another approach used by some in the patriot
movement, especially in the western part of the United States.
One of the patriot groups in which he participated during the
1980s held regular “Right to Travel” meetings. “Many of the

regulars had no drivers licenses,” though nearly all of them
travelled around in registered automobiles. He recalls that
George Gordon, one of the patriot leaders who developed a course
on the Common Law, once came through town. “He was travel-
ling from Missouri to California in a motor home with 'UKQ’
plates—United Kingdom of God.” George Gordon, like other
religious patriots, realized that the church has the authority to
license both drivers and vehicles. One group which has taken
the lead in this area is The Embassy of Heaven Church (Postal
Service Box 77, Sublimity, Oregon 97385). An Ambassador of the
Embassy of Heaven Church has church-issued license plates on
his car, a church-issued registration and certificate of title, and
a church-issued driver’s license.

The pastor of The Embassy of Heaven Church is a man by the
name of Paul Revere. Born in 1949, Revere was “‘reborn” in the
mid-1980s, when he began using his new “God-given”" name. Two
weeks after his state- issued driver’s license expired in 1985, he
was stopped by the police and hauled to jail because he could
not display a driver’s license. He was forced to spend 30 days
in jail, the maximum time allowed by Oregon law for this ‘crime’.
The idea for Church license plates was the brainchild of his wife,
Rachel, who was stopped five years ago for having no license
plates on her Church car. He and his wife, and their two children
ages 13 and 10, live on 34 acres owned by the Church. In 1987,
Revere issued a “proclamation of land use” declaring that the
Church property was exempt from state and county property
taxes. In July 1994 the Church faces a showdown when officials
from Marion County, Oregon will begin foreclosure proceedings.

As a result of his experiences with the law, Paul Revere and
the Embassy of Heaven Church have published two manuals
explaining their position. "RENAMED BY HEAVEN is a handbook
for those who believe that God is calling them to a new life and
a new identity. It is a practical guide for establishing a new name,
given not by men, but by Heaven.” LICENSED BY HEAVEN
describes how to obtain a Heaven driver's license and Heaven
registration plates. So equipped, the church’s people have
“severed the licensing tie with the world order.” Revere also
publishes a bi-monthly newsletter for $12.00 yearly. Other related
audio and written materials are available.

The Embassy of Heaven Church meets the state on its own
grounds. By providing a driver’s license, car registration, and
tags, the state cannot claim that the driver is not licensed nor
has his car untagged. “The only argument left (for the state] is
what authority issued the documents.” The state’s attitude is:
“if you don’t have a driver’s license, don’t drive.” The church’s
response is that it “issues driver’s licenses under the power and
authority given us by Jesus Christ. We have never surrendered
the authority to issue driver’s licenses to the state. Now when
the police stop us and want to see a driver’s license, we give them
one.” If the police and the courts refuse to accept their driver's
license, they have to deny the Kingdom of Heaven and the right
of the church to be regulated by a higher authority. “Who is the
state to sit in judgement over a Church document?” “When the
state charges that the Church license is invalid, they have entered
into the Church’s affairs.” The state “cannot make determin-
ations on the validity of licenses issued from other jurisdictions.”
There is no law that says a church cannot issue licenses, tags,
or registrations. As the Embassy of Heaven Church asserts, “The
state cannot decide what the church can and cannot do. That
is outside their realm.”

In order to understand the Embassy of Heaven Church
approach to licensing matters, one must comprehend the con-
cepts of “residency’” and “jurisdiction”. Typically a state will
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Potpourri from the Editor’'s Desk

1. “From The EPISTLES Of Seneca’’

“You ask what freedom is? It means not fearing either men
or gods; it means not craving wickedness or excess; it means
possessing supreme power over oneself. And it is a priceless good
to be master of oneself.”

—No. LXXV.18

2. ““Tracking The Children—Another Step Toward A
Totalitarian State’’

Federal legislation is being drafted which provides free
vaccines to every child (2 years or younger) in the U.S. ““The bill
would make the federal government the sole purchaser of
childhood vaccines. ...To help insure that all children get their
shots, the bill would also set up a national immunization track-
ing system and give grants to states to establish immunization
registries.” Children would have to be registered at birth, and
records kept of their immunizations. Parents who refused to
register their children and/or see that they received vaccines
would be guilty of “child neglect.” (Source: Hilary Stoug, “‘Shalala
to Unveil Legislation for Free Childhood Vaccines,” THE WALL
STREET JOURNAL, April 1, 1993, p. B6.)

3. ““H.L. Mencken: On Liberty’”

“I believe that liberty is the only genuinely valuable thing...
. I believe it is better to be free than not to be free, even when
the former is dangerous and the latter safe. I believe that the
finest qualities of man can flourish only in free air—that progress
made under the shadow of the policeman’s club is false progress,
and of no permanent value. I believe that any man who takes
the liberty of another into his keeping is bound to become a
tyrant, and that any man who yields up his liberty, in however
slight the measure, is bound to become a slave.” (“Why Liberty?”
THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE, January 30, 1927 and reprinted in Mayo
DuBasky, THE GIST OF MENCKEN, Metuchen: The Scarecrow
Press, 1990, p. 381.)

4. “Freedom To Choose: Let’s Fight Fraud With Freedom”’

“(Sjuppose the laws governing health-care practices” and
medical licensing were changed. “Would fraud increase?”’

I doubt it. If the amount of fraud did increase, however, so
would the amount of truth, since the current laws restrict them
both. And since quality tends to survive in an open marketplace,
I would wager that the net effect of freedom would be an overall
increase in truth. And health.

““We, of course would be required to discern. But what of it?
We're required to discern anyway. And since the current laws
restrict information, we’d probably discern more clearly, if we
had (more) information to do it with.

“And in our discerning, we would have to come grips with the
conflict between natural healing and conventional medicine. This
would be open competition now, with no privileged position
granted to one or the other. Which would win? My guess would
be neither. And both. Because winning isn’t the point. The point
is to be free to choose, and to have information to choose with.
From freedom, I predict, would come balance, with each of the
principles settling into its place—natural healing for chronic
illness and general health, with medicine reserved for those acute

and traumatic conditions where it truly saves lives.”
—Dean Black, Ph.D.,
HEALTH AT THE CROSSROADS, Springpville:
Tapestry Press, 1988, p. 115.

5. “What Should We Do?"”

“We should begin to recognize the criminal motives of central
government. It is nothing more than organized crime. It is
certainly not a benevolent institution for the good of the people.
We should educate our families to see the truth of the political
events near us and around the world. And, if our children will
do the same in each succeeding generation, truth and freedom
will grow exponentially. Thus the numbers of people who can see
the ... (truth) will grow with each succeeding generation. And,
each generation will reach millions of others who will come to
see the light. Eventually the beast will starve and diel

“This we will do by starting right now with our own families!
Our families will grow into communities. And our communities
will populate the land.”

—Ben Williams in THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN,
June-July 1991, p. 7.

6. “Power And The Mandate To Rule’”’

“The strongest are still never sufficiently strong to insure
them(selves) continual mastership, unless they can find the
means of transforming force into right, and obedience into duty.”

—Jean Jacques Rousseau,
THE SOCIAL CONTRACT, 1762,
reprinted New York: Harper Publishing, 1957,
pp. 8-9.

7. ““Freedom And Prosperity’’

“(L)iving standard is not measured by how many physical
things you have, but by how free you are to achieve your values.
If you are by yourself, starving on an island, you have the
maximum living standard you can achieve on that island because
no one can prevent you from achieving a value. But if you live
in a luxury home in the United States, and are forced to pay taxes
and obey rules and regulations and laws, you do not have the
maximum living standard that you could achieve there, because
your values are being frustrated. You could better achieve your
values if your rights were not being violated. That is the connec-
tion between freedom and prosperity. ...

"It is true that freedom to achieve values may not necessarily
bring happiness—like the starving man on the island—but
neither do physical things. Let me give you an example. Who is
happier? An Arab harem woman who has every luxury known to
man, but is really only a slave, or a poor farmer’s wife, who has
little more than the love of her family? Besides, you are much
more likely to be able to acquire physical things if you are free—
hasn’t the failure of socialism demonstrated that?”

—Matt Stone,
ON THE STEPPES OF CENTRAL ASIA (1992),
PP. 91-92.
Available for $10.95 postpaid from Spooner
Press, Box 1165, Grand Island, NY 14072.

8. “The Road to Freedom’’

The “resort to government ‘solutions’ always seems to me a
giveaway that something wrong or dishonest is involved. In
freedom, persuasion—not coercion—is the way to get one’s ideas
across, and the only way. Imposing them by law denies to others
their liberty, their dignity, their right to their own opinions. It
is in fact, an act of contempt toward them and an act of pride
in oneself —a claim to know better than we what is best for us.” ...

“ldeas, not armies, rule the world. We believed too easily that
tanks, barbed wire, secret police and instruments of thought con-
trol and totalitarian power were decisive and that slaves could
never be free. The events of the last several years have proved
us wrong. It was false belief, not barb wire, that enslaved. In the
end, the wire was cut and the Iron Curtain broken by simple
human choice, not arms. Those who had been trapped behind
the barricades said, ‘Enough!’ and were free.”

—Qeorge Roche, IMPRIMIS, July 1993.
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