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Freedom—a Way, Not a Goal Freedom Is a Two-edged Sword
By Robert LeFevre

Here at the Gazette Telegraph we endeavor to offer as complete
an understanding of the philosophy of liberty and individualism
as our capacities permit. We do so in the face of a world which
is not friendly to this philosophy and which opposes it in many
ways and at many points.

One reason for this opposition may relate to the fact that
existing realities are far removed from freedom in an absolute
sense. Thus, the person seeking to understand the philosophy
confronts the dichotomy of reality on the one hand, and freedom
on the other hand as a presumed goal to be reached. We are
endeavoring here to show that freedom is a way of living and
not a goal to be attained.

We cannot make the world free. It has never been free. It is
certainly doubtful if in our life time the world will accept freedom
as a general condition. This is one of the grave errors contained
in attempting to vote freedom into power. It is in essence, an
attempt to carry out the absurdity of Rousseau, who opined that
freedom was so important for everyone that he would "force them
to be free."

Freedom has never been provided a people by its government.
The government cannot make men free and neither can we. From
the beginning of man's sojourn on this planet we have seen some
men, bigger or less moral than others, employ force to compel
others to their way. To offset this, other men, taking freedom
as their banner, have proclaimed that if we followed them, they
would "make" everyone free. But freedom, in this respect, is a
delicate growth and it cannot be "made" for anyone.

But you can be free. Your freedom depends on you and not
on society. And you begin to sense this when you strongly
resolve, within yourself, to do nothing at all that will interfere
with the freedom of others. Other men may practice non-freedom.
But you do not have to. Other men also rob banks and wage wars,
and commit acts of violence upon their neighbors. You cannot
prevent them from doing this. But you can increase the total area
of freedom when you highly resolve not to conduct your life in
any such manner.

Some will say that this cannot be done unless all men join
together in a universal wish to be free. But, if this is the protest,
we will contend that it was in error. On this planet today there
are men still living in a state of savagery, comparable in all
respects to that of neolithic peoples. And on this same planet
we have other men who have learned to put aside savage ways,
who live like civilized men.

If civilization were dependent upon a universal view, then we
would have to contend that the 20th century is a snare and an
illusion. But it is not. It is here and it is real.

Granted, we do not know many men who are fully civilized. But
we do know some. These are men who refuse utterly to have a
part in wrong doing. This does not mean that by their abstinence
they are preventing others from doing wrong. They know they
cannot do this. But they can prevent themselves from doing
wrong. The only energy they control is their own.

There is no panacea if your goal is freedom. Nor will you find
another nation more susceptible to freedom than is our own.
Some we have known have grown weary of the constant frustra-
tion they experience here and flee to other places. But they do
not find freedom by so doing. The problems they confront in their
new abode are the same as the problems they left behind.

The world is not of our making. The only way we could fully
escape the problems of this world is to leave it by dying. We do
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By Arthur Gordon
Last summer on the Fourth of July I found myself in a group

listening to a short patriotic address. The speaker talked about
the meaning of Independence Day. He spoke of the men who
signed the Declaration, their courage, their dedication. He
reminded us of our heritage of freedom, how precious it is, and
how jealously we should guard it.

We applauded when he was through. But suddenly, as the
applause died away, a voice spoke from the crowd: "Why don't
you tell them the whole truth?"

Startled, we all looked around. The words had come from a
young man in a tweed jacket with untidy hair and intense, angry
eyes. He might have been a college student, a poet, a Peace Corps
worker, almost anything.

"Why don't you tell them that freedom is the most dangerous
gift anyone can receive?" he said. "Why don't you tell them that
it's a two-edged sword that will destroy us unless we learn how
to use it, and soon? Why don't you make them see that we face
a greater challenge than our ancestors ever did? They only had
to fight for freedom. We have to live with it!" He stared for a
moment at our blank, uncomprehending faces. Then he shrugged
his way through the crowd and was gone.

Mow, almost a year later, I find myself still thinking about that
young man. I think he was a person seized by a swift and stunning
insight, and he had the courage to shout it out. He was right:
Freedom is dangerous; it can be a two-edged blade. Look at this
country today. All around us there seems to be a drastic decline
in morals: cheating where once there was honesty, promiscuity
where once there was decency, crime where once there was
respect for law. Everywhere there seems to be a growing laxness,
an indifference, a softness that terrifies people who think about
it.

And what lies behind all this? Perhaps the angry young man
was trying to tell us the truth. Perhaps we do have a blind and
misguided concept of liberty. Perhaps we are using the freedom
of choice gained for us by our forefathers to choose the wrong
things.

Ever since our country won its independence, something in us
has been deeply suspicious of authority. "Give us more freedom!"
has been our constant cry. This was valid when it was directed
against tyranny or oppression or exploitation, but we have
pushed the concept far beyond that. The freedom we now claim
has come to mean freedom from all unpleasantness: from hard-
ship, from discipline, from the stern voice of duty, from the pain
of self-sacrifice.

"Give us fewer rules, or more elastic ones!" This demand has
weakened our courts of justice and shaken the foundations of
the church.

"Give us more leisure and less work!" This one sounds
enlightened and alluring, but at the end of the road lie sterility
and boredom.

"Give us the freedom to decide moral questions for ourselves!"
This one ignores the fact that once morals become relative it is
hard to justify any morality at all.

As a nation, in short, we have clamored for total freedom, now
we have just about got it, and we are facing a bleak and chilling
truth: We have flung off one external restraint after another, but
in the process we have not learned how to restrain ourselves.

It is this truth that causes, deep in our souls, the uneasiness
we feel despite all our prosperity and power. It is the knowledge
that we have abandoned our ancient certainties but have so far
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