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“If one takes care of the means, the end will take care of itself.”

June 1993

A Declaration of
Personal Independence

When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for
a person to advance from that subordination to which he or she
has been subjected and to assume the equal and independent
station to which the laws of nature entitle that person, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that he or she should
declare the causes which impel that person to the change.

I hold these truths to be self-evident: that all people are created
with equal, independent and unalienable rights; among which
are the preservation of their own life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness; that to secure these ends, associations are formed
among humans, deriving their just powers from the consent of
their members; that whenever any association becomes destruc-
tive of these ends, it is the right of each member to secede from
it, to withdraw financial and other support, and to create or join
different associations which lay their foundation on such
principles, and organize their powers in such form, as to their
members shall seem most likely to effect their safety, enterprise
and happiness.

Prudence indeed will dictate that government and other
associations long established should not be changed for light
and transient causes; and people may be more disposed to suffer,
while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing
or abandoning the forms to which they are accustomed. But when
a long train of abuses and usurpations reveals a design to subject
people to the absolute power of a tyrant, it is their right to throw
off such government or other associations, and to provide new
guards for their future security. Such has been the patient suf-
fering of the undersigned; and such is now the necessity which
constrains me to reject the current form of government to which
1 am subjected. The history of this government is a history of
unremitting injuries and usurpations, among which no one fact
stands single or solitary to contradict the uniform tenor of the
rest; all of which have in direct purpose, the establishment of
an absolute tyranny over me and my fellow citizens. To prove
this, let facts be submitted to a candid world, for the truth of
which I pledge a faith, as yet unsullied by falsehood:

1. The government of the United States of America and its State
subsidiaries rely upon the legalized theft called taxation to coerce
citizens into contributing to activities they do not support. This
has led to a lack of market discipline and the largest public debt
in the history of mankind, because those who pay for this govern-
ment cannot legally say, “NO!" While this coercion has allowed
short-term benefits to be created for some, this has come only
at the most severe and tragic cost. This government cannot
continue to expand public debt and increase taxes without
widespread, catastrophic consequences. I object to the fact that
my personal welfare and assumed consent are excuses this
government relies upon to continue this irresponsible and
destructive behavior.

2.1am forced, by this government’s political laws and the police
and courts that do its bidding, to contribute to a bankrupt Social
Security system that is a tragic fraud. Unlike the savings and
investment account that I have been told it represents, it more
accurately resembles a checking account, from which people
older than a certain age may be given benefits at my expense.
None of the current extortion I am forced to pay for this system
is being saved, invested, or otherwise allocated to my retirement.
Instead, this government uses my involuntary contributions to

pay others currently drawing benefits, while promising to
continue this theft on the children and grandchildren of this
deneration to pay for the empty promises made for my retire-
ment. | can no longer tolerate this injustice.

3. The collapse of organized communism in eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union has failed to significantly reduce the size and
influence of the military-industrial-political complex. The so-
called Department of ’‘Defense’’ currently spends almost $300
billion per year to protect its bureaucracy, some U.S. companies
and the corrupt governments of foreign nations. The annihilation
of 100,000 Iraqis, popularized by a propaganda campaign and
level of censorship unparalleled in this country, has elevated
mass murder to a new level of social acceptability. I refuse to
accept the fact that my involuntary contributions to this govern-
ment are used to perpetuate such an instrument of terror in the
false name of “national defense.”

4. The creation and expansion of a welfare state in the U.S. has
brought about precisely the opposite result from that intended.
Rather than help people out of poverty, it has encouraged them
to remain. Rather than provide emergency funds for low-income
people, most government spending in this area is received by
those well above the official poverty level. Rather than job skills
and opportunities, it has produced dependency and helplessness.
Rather than pride of accomplishment, it has spawned civil unrest
and despair. The continuation of this corrupt and fraudulent
system is an affront to human dignity and a complete denial of
human compassion.

5. This government has created political laws which prevent
honest people from solving their problems in non-violent, volun-
tary ways. Examples include the establishment of government-
protected monopolies for public services and oppressive restric-
tions on private enterprise and non-violent personal behavior.
Occupational licensing and minimum wage laws, contrary to
their stated purposes, protect established industries and unions
from market competition rather than consumers and most
workers. No such government regulation can produce a more
beneficial or fair result than the free, unregulated marketplace
of human ideas and uncoerced activities.

6. The police of this government protect neither people nor their
property. Instead, the primary mission of this government’'s
police is to enforce coercive political laws which have been
created at the request of powerful special interest groups. In so
doing, this government’s police inadvertedly protect criminals,
while punishing non-violent people. State and federal crime
statistics reveal that violent and property criminals in the U.S.
have less than a one-in-twenty chance of being successfully and
fully prosecuted. Despite this, the United States has a larger
percentage of its population in prison than China, the former
Soviet Union, or South Africa. These two facts suggest that this
government’s police, courts and prisons exist primarily to punish
those who disagree with this government; not to protect people
or their property from violence or other aggression. Indeed, the
most dangerous and destructive influence in the life of most U.S.
citizens is the violence and aggression of this government.

7. The so-called “war on drugs” is a cure that is worse than the

disease. It has changed a serious health problem into a popular

means for suspending the Bill of Rights (the only part of the U.S.

Constitution based on individual rights); and has created violent

crime where there was none before. This disastrous government

activity has resulted in the expansion of the American police
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In All But Name

By Carl Watner

During the latter part of 1992, the International Society for
Individual Liberty (1800 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 94102)
published a three-fold brochure entitled: “Red Alert: The Rising
American Police State.” The author, Jarret Wollstein, argued that
“a tidal wave of authoritarian legislation has been battering
America.” While I highly recommend this article to readers of
THE VOLUNTARYIST, my two initial reactions to the piece were
1) “the rising American police state?—The American police state
has already risen. The fact is simply that no one calls it that. 2)
““authoritarian legislation”"?—What other kind of legislation is
there?

What is in store for us in the 21st Century? The political -

scene—even before the last presidential election—looks worse
and worse every year. It is my contention that we are living in
a dictatorship in all but name. Living in a republic, where people
“rule”” themselves, and participate in electoral politics, is no
guarantee that we cannot lose (or have not lost) our liberties.
The big picture is that time has already run out on America.
The government of the United States has spent itself into
bankruptcy in every way but name. The national debt increases
every year, and ever larger portions of the federal budget are
required just to service the interest on this borrowing. We have
a rotten currency, which buys less and less. Historically this has
been an invitation for a political strong man to take power.
Napoleon followed the assignats of the French Revolution; Hitler
followed the inflation of the German mark after World War 1. While
history seldom repeats itself in exactly the same way, America
is following the footsteps of other world empires whose demise
has been recorded by historians. America is so close to the edge
of disaster that it hardly matters what emergency strikes us
next—a currency crisis threatening the U.S. dollar or any major
world monetary unit, a financial apocalypse or meltdown of
international stock markets, or a nuclear threat from one of the
former communist states. Any or all of these could be the catalyst
for the formal declaration of martial law in America, and the
abrogation of more of our economic and civil liberties.
Barring such potential catastrophes and measures, what proof

can | offer to substantiate my claim that a police state already
exists? No matter how conscientiously a person strives to avoid
involvement with the State, every American finds him or her self
entangled and ensnared with the statist beast to some degree.
The result?—A loss of precious liberty, and encounters with a
propaganda machine of enormous proportions and finely honed
techniques. Every major area of life is regulated, controlled, or
touched by some level of American government. For example—

® Children are:

1) registered at birth by their state governments.

2) assigned social security numbers by the Federal

government.

3) required to attend school, with proper immunizations

and records, and even “home schools” are legislatively

supervised by the states or counties.

* State and county governments collect real estate and

personal property taxes in their respective jurisdictions.

® State governments collect income taxes and sales taxes

on nearly all purchases, even out-of-state ones.

* The Federal government collects not only income and
social security taxes on all world-wide earnings of indi-
vidual Americans, but taxes capital gains, gifts, gasoline,
and levies on their estates when they die.

¢ County, state, and federal licensure laws affect every area
of human activity, from driving a car to running a business,
from practicing a profession to building a house, from
receiving medical treatment to the food you eat.

e Americans are required to use their social security
“identifier” in hospitals, schools, banks, in real estate
transactions, passport and employment applications,
drivers license, etc., etc.

* The Federal government mandates that you have an
American passport in order to enter the country upon
return from travel abroad.

* The American monetary system is based on fiat. Money
is what the federal government says it is. Who else but the
Federal government could create a piece of paper with the
denomination “$100 dollars” printed upon it (costing about
4 cents to produce) and exchange it for real goods and
services to the tune of $100?

* The existence of local, state, and federal civil asset
forfeiture and seizure laws, as well as money-laundering
statutes, enables government agencies to confiscate any
property—including your cash money~—-without any indict-
ment, trial, or conviction.

® Restrictions on the ownership and use of private property
have become widespread—whether it be real estate or
personal property (from the banning of firearm ownership
and drugs to the prohibitions on the development of
designated wetlands).

“With millions of laws now on the books, there isn't a single
person in America who hasn’t broken some of them.” The real
purpose of all these laws? There is no way that each and every
one of them can foster the “general welfare,”” for at least one
or more persons are always worse off than if there had been no
such law(s). The real purpose of government legislation is to
create a nation of lawbreakers, who can be alternately cajoled
into line with feelings of guilt or slapped into shape by the threat
of guns, jails, and confiscation. Government law enforcers want
a populace which they can easily manipulate and control,
whether it be by the carrot or the stick. Where else but in America
can you find a formerly ““free”” people with such a plethora of
government as they or their “elected” representatives have
appointed? Americans are now experiencing what they asked for.
Pierre-Joseph Proudhon described this process of “‘governing”’
over a century ago:

To be governed is to be watched, inspected, spied, directed,
law-ridden, regulated, penned up, indoctrinated, preached
at, checked, apprised, sized, censured, (and) commanded... .
To be governed is to have every operation, every trans-
action, every movement noted, registered, counted, rated,
stamped, measured, assessed, licensed, refused, auth-
orized, endorsed, admonished, prevented, reformed,
redressed, corrected. To be governed is, under pretext of
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“Either some Caesar or Napoleon will seize the
reins of government with a strong hand; or
your republic will be as fearfully plundered and
laid waste by barbarians in the twentieth
Century as the Roman Empire was in the fifth;
—with this difference, that the Huns and
Vandals who ravaged the Roman Empire came
from without, and that your Huns and Vandals
will have been engendered within your own
country by your own institutions.”
—Thomas Babington Macaulay
(1800-1859)
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