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We Believe
By Wendy McElroy

"Man is free at the moment he wishes to be."
-Voltaire

E BELIEVE:
You are a self owner. You own your body. This is an inescapable

truth of human nature: you and you alone control your actions
and are responsible for them.

The alternative is that someone else owns your body, which
is slavery.

Your labor is a direct extension of your body. As such, you own
the profits of your labor. Whatever you produce is your property,
in the same sense that your body is your property.

The alternative is slavery.
"Freedom and slavery! the one is the name of virtue, and the

other of vice, and both are acts of will."
— Epictetus, FRAGMENTS.

Every other human being is also a self-owner. It is wrong to
use force against anyone, because this violates their self-
ownership; it violates their rights.

By using force you tell other people that you have a right to
control their bodies and their property. You say that they are less
than human beings.

Government law is just a form of force that some people—
called legislators—have agreed on.

Laws don't change anything. People don't need the law to tell
right from wrong.

"When men are pure, laws are useless; when men are corrupt,
laws are broken."

— Benjamin Disraeli
"If the people of a State make bad laws, they will suffer for it.

They will be the first to suffer for it. They will be the first to suffer.
Let them suffer. Suffering, and nothing else, will implant that
sentiment of responsibility which is the first step to reform.'

—James Bryce,
AMERICAN COMMONWEALTH

A peaceful society comes from respecting each other's
boundaries. This is a compassionate society, where people lend
the other fellow a helping hand.

Force kills the natural compassion people feel for each other.
Force is the death of humane society.

The absence of force will not bring Utopia. Utopia is not
possible on earth. But freedom offers the best chance we have
for happiness and prosperity. Freedom is the best we can do.

"Freedom...Liberty. The distinction between freedom and
liberty is not accurately known: naturalists have never been able
to find a living specimen of either."

—Ambrose Bierce

DOESN'T FREEDOM MEAN DOING ANYTHING YOU WANT?
No. Liberty does not mean license. It means self-government.

Freedom has obligations. The two main ones are:
(1) You must take responsibility for yourself and for your

actions. You can't blame others for what's wrong. Take control
of your own life.

Too many people try to solve everyone else's problems. The
world can overwhelm you with its needs. Solve your own problems
first. Take care of your family and your friends. Then, when your
house is in order, you can help others without cheating yourself.
But use your own money, not tax dollars. Use your own efforts.

(2) You must respect the freedom of other people. It is wrong

to use force or fraud. It is never right to harm another human
being. Force denies people's humanity. Fraud denies the truth.

"When a...man governs himself, that is self-government; but
when he governs himself and also governs another man, that
is despotism...No man is good enough to govern another man
without that other's consent."

—Abraham Lincoln
Self-government means you manage yourself. This is the only

practical arrangement for a peaceful and prosperous society.
People produce more when they own what they produce. People
are more benevolent when a stranger's hand is not in their
pockets.

BUT WHAT OF GOVERNMENT?
Government is just a group of people, who claim the right to

tell you what to do with your life. They get away with this, because
they are elected'. According to politicians, this means that a
majority has voted them into office. In fact, less than 50% of
Americans voted for anyone in the last elections.

"Nothing appears more surprising to those who consider
human affairs with a philosophical eye, then the easiness with
which the many are governed by the few."

—Hume
Even if a majority had elected them, what would it matter? Why

should you obey? Might doesn't make right.
Force is might," the teacher said —

That definition's just'
The boy said naught, but thought instead

(Remembering his pounded head):
Force is not might but must!'

—Anonymous
"Decision by majorities is as much an expedient as lighting

by gas."
-W.E. Gladstone

If it is wrong for one man to take your money, how can it be
right for a group of men? Calling it taxes' rather than theft'
doesn't change the fact...it is your money.

Anything that is wrong for an individual to do is wrong for a
group of individuals. Nothing—no election, no popularity
contest—can change that. Nothing gives the government a right
to use force or fraud.

Government gets away with force because it claims to
represent the people'. Politicians represent their own interests.
Government exists to benefit its members—politicians,
bureaucrats and other people who can't get an honest job. They
grow fat off you and your family.

"As long as I count the votes, what are you going to do about
it?"

-William Marcy (Boss) Tweed
All organizations exist to serve their members. This is also true

of businesses. But business is voluntary. No one is forced to buy
or sell. An exchange occurs only if both sides think they benefit.
The only choice government gives you is: pay up or go to jail.
Obey or take the consequences.

"I would not give a half a guinea to live under one form of
government rather than another. It is of no moment to the
happiness of an individual."

—Samuel Johnson.
"I have recognized that the object of business is to make

money in an honorable manner. I have endeavored to remember
that the object of life is to do good. "

—Peter Cooper
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