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What We Believe And Why

By Carl Watner

(Editor’s Note: In the April issue of THE VOLUNTARYIST I asked
for suggestions for the text of a brochure suitable as a general
introduction to voluntaryist thinking. In the meantime, The
Customer Company of Benicia, Ca. (who operates the CHEAPER!
Stores) asked me to assist in the preparation of an article (serving
the same purpose) for their shopping bags. The following text
was submitted to them.

Readers and subscribers are encouraged to prepare their own
“What I Believe,” which would entail a setting down of their own
personal philosophy. It need not be entirely political at all;
perhaps a summation of the wisdom and reflection distilled from
their years of living and action. Please submit to THE VOLUN-
TARYIST. I would like to publish a series of these “What I Believe.”)

For years we at CHEAPER! have promoted our ideas about
freedom and self-reliance. We want you to understand what we
believe and why we believe as we do.

We believe that the following principles of ownership are
self-evident:

1. Every person, by virtue of being human, owns (controls) his*
own mind, body, and actions. No other person can think with
your mind nor order you about unless you permit them to do
so; and

2. Every person owns those material things which he has made,
earned, or acquired peacefully and honestly from other people.

From these premises, it follows that

3. No person, or group of people, has the right to threaten or
use physical force against the person or property of another
because such coercive actions violate the rights of self-ownership
(see #1 above) and property ownership (see #2 above).

4. Each person has the absolute right to do with his property
what he pleases (this being what ownership means), as long as
it does not physically invade another’s personal property, without
the other’s consent. People can inter-relate in only two ways,
peacefully or coercively, but only the former is compatible with
the principles of ownership (see #1 and #2 above).

5. It is right to make a profit, and right to keep all you earn.

6. A pure free market is right because it is the only socio-
economic system in accord with the above precepts.

‘’Some Moral Implications’’

7. We believe if an activity is wrong for an individual, then it
is wrong for a group of individuals. For example, majority rule
cannot legitimize taxation. If it is wrong for an individual to steal,
then it cannot be right for 51% of the voters to sanction stealing
from the 49% who oppose it.

8. We believe in the voluntary principle (that people should
interact peacefully or not at all.) Just as we must not force our
ideas of ‘better’ on other people, so they may not impose their
idea of ‘better’ on us.

9. We believe the superior man can only be sure of his liberty
if the inferior man is secure in his rights. We can only secure our
own liberty by preserving it for the most despicable and obnox-
ious among us, lest we set precedents that could reach us.

10. We believe that power of any sort corrupts, but political
power is especially vicious. “A good politician is about as
unthinkable as an honest burglar.”

*Some Economic Implications”

11. We believe that actions have consequences; that there is
no such thing as a free lunch. Somebody always pays.

12. We believe everything that comes into existence in this
world is the product of human energy, plus natural resources

multiplied by the use of tools. Invariably, men and women will
produce more if each controls what they produce.

13. We believe the voluntary principle provides us with an
opportunity to improve our standard of living through the
benefits resulting from the division of labor. However, it does
not guarantee results. Nature will always be stingy and perverse
regardless of what Kind of social structure we live under.

14. We believe taxation is theft. The State is the only social
institution which extracts its income and wealth by force. No
government possesses any magical power to create real wealth.
Whatever it has obtained, it has “taken” (stolen) from us, our
ancestors, and, unwittingly, from future generations.

15. We believe the only way to know what value people place
on things is to watch them voluntarily trade and exchange in
the unfettered marketplace.

16. We believe an individual's right to control his own life and
property does not depend on how much he earns or owns.

17. We believe the economic marketplace is all about self-
government. You govern your own life. You make choices about
what to eat, what to wear, when to get up, what job to take, how
to budget your money, where to live, and what to do in your free
time. A majority of others doesn’t do this for you. By not sub-
Jjecting their personal lives to political decision-making, millions
of Americans are able to live together in peace and prosperity.

18. We believe all the material wealth in the world is useless
if its possessor has neither freedom of spirit nor liberty of body.

“Some Political Implications’’

19. We believe that freedom and liberty are not bestowed upon
us by government. Liberty is the absence of physical coercion
among human beings and comes about naturally when no one
does anything to forcefully interfere with another. Some people
use violence toward others out of frustration because they cannot
control them, but violence never really works in the long run.

20. We believe that “the man who truly understands freedom
will always find a way to be free,” because freedom is an attitude
of mind. Although a prisoner loses his liberty, he may remain
free so long as he realizes that no one can control his mind/spirit
except himself.

21. We believe that each one of us is the key to a better world.
The only person you can actually control is yourself. Light your
own candle! Labor in your own ‘“garden,” doing your best to
present society with one improved unit. Live responsibly and
honestly, take care of yourself and your family. Don’t waste your
time waiting for the other guy. If you take care of the means,
the end will take care of itself.

22. We believe common sense and reason tell us that nothing
can be right by legislative enactment if it is not already right
by nature. If the politicians direct us to do something that reason
opposes, we should defy the government. And we certainly don’t
need politicians to order us to do something that our reason
would have told us to do, anyhow. This being the case, who needs
coercive government?

23. We believe that although certain goods and services are
necessary for our survival, it is not essential that they be pro-
vided by coercive political governments. However, just because
we do not advocate that governments provide these goods and
services (for example, public education) does not mean that we
are against that activity (education) itself. Just because we
recognize that people have a right to engage in certain activities
(for example, drinking alcoholic beverages) does not necessarily
mean that we endorse or participate in such activities ourselves.
What we oppose is compulsion in support of any end; what we
support is voluntaryism in all its many forms.
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Potpourri from The Editor’'s Desk

1. ““Compulsory Social Security Numbers””

The use of identifying government numbers is “in and of itself
dehumanizing. A human being is reduced to a number. This is
like that scene in ROOTS where Kunta Kinte is whipped into giving
up his name. The analogy is exact—when Africans were unloaded
from the slave ships a numbered plate was hung around their
necks to identify them at the auction block. The Nazis used this,
too. In the camps a name was nothing—the only thing that
counted was the number tattooed on the prisoner’s wrist.”” The
end result of our use of numbers is the same—the dehuman-
ization of man.

—Wynn Schaible in THE ANUMERALIST,
Box 2084, Norristown, PA 19404
December 1991.

2. ‘“Tax Avoidance 100 Years Ago’’

“I'm aiming to go far West in the spring,” he said. “This here
country, it’s too settled-up for me. The politicians are a-swarming
in already, and ma’am if'n there’s any worst pest than grass-
hoppers it surely is politicians. Why, they’ll tax the lining out'n
a man’s pockets to keep up these here county-seat towns! 1 don't
see nary use for a county, nohow. We all got along happy and
content without ‘em.

“Feller come along and taxed me last summer. Told me I got
to put in every last least thing I had. So I put in Tom and Jerry,
my horses, at fifty dollars apiece, and my oxen yoke, Buck and
Bright, I put in at fifty, and my cow at thirty-five.

“‘Is that all you got?’ he says. Well, I told him I'd put in five
children I reckoned was worth a dollar apiece.

“‘Is that all?’ he says. ‘How about your wife?’ he says.

" ‘By Mighty!’ I says to him. ‘She says I don’t own her and I don't
aim to pay no taxes on her,’ I says. And I didn't.”

“Why, Mr. Edwards, it is news to us that you have a family,”
said Ma. “Mr. Ingalls said nothing of it.”

“l didn’t know it myself,” Pa explained. “Anyway, Edwards, you
don’t have to pay taxes on your wife and children.”

“He wanted a big tax list,”” said Mr. Edwards. “Politicians, they
take pleasure a-prying into a man’s affairs and I aimed to please
‘em. It makes no matter. I don't aim to pay taxes. I sold the
relinquishment on my claim and in the spring when the collector
comes around I'll be gone from there. Got no children and no
wife, no-how.”

—Laura Ingalls Wilder, THE LONG WINTER,
New York; Harper & Row, 1940, pp. 112-113.

3. “100 Per Cent”’
They are afraid of the old
for their memory,
They are afraid of the young

for their innocence,

They are afraid of Marx,
They are afraid of

Lenin,

They are afraid of truth,
They are afraid of freedom,
They are afraid of
democracy,
They are afraid of Human
Rights Charter,
They are afraid of socialism.
So why the hell are WE
afraid of Them?
—By the punk group Plastic People of the Universe.

4. ““Political Obligation’’

“But there is no part of the world today in which a human being
can confidently escape from the presumption of political sub-
ordination. The state of nature may subsist, for some purposes,
between the jurisdictions of particular modern states, but
nowhere, not even in the unappropriated polar territories or the
far recesses of the great common of the oceans, is there habitable
space on earth which lies simply beyond the jurisdiction of state
power. Virtually everyone in the modern world, accordingly, is
claimed as subject to political obligation.”

—John Dunn in POLITICAL THEORY TODAY,
David Held (ed.),
Stanford University Press, 1991, p. 23.

5. “R.1I.P. Sam Walton”’

“In the process of making Sam Walton rich, American consu-
mers did something else: They impoverished many of his
competitors. Every dollar spent at Wal-Mart was $1.25 not spent
at Sears, Kmart, J.C. Penney or another large chain. Perhaps more
important, it was $1.50 not spent at local, small businesses.
Small businesses, unable to take advantage of Wal-Mart's
economies of scale, sought to keep Wal-Marts from their commu-
nities. The everyday low price strategy employed by Wal-Mart
would drive them out of business. But let’s get cause and effect
straight: Wal-Mart never put anybody out of business. American
consumers did.”

—David Laband in THE WALL STREET JOURNAL,
April 9, 1992, p. Al4.

6. ‘“Callia Rose”’

My wife, Julie, and I had a difficult time picking a name for
our third child (and first daughter) who was born at home on
February 24, 1992. After receiving numerous rejections from me,
Julie finally said to me, "How about Callia?” it sounded different,
and checking an unabridged dictionary, I found it was derived
from the Greek ‘kalos’ meaning beautiful. Rose was chosen for
Rose Wilder Lane, friend of Bob LeFevre, author of DISCOVERY
OF FREEDOM, and daughter of Laura Ingalls Wilder (author of
the LITTLE HOUSE series). So just a day before she “‘arrived”, we
had a name for our soon-to-be born daughter, Callia Rose Watner.

7. “Law Enforcement and Morality’’

“The policing of sexual morality (or any kind, for that matter)
is always necessary, but it is best done at the only level of society
that can really do it: family, relatives, friends, associates. The
natural power of affective ties creates its own code of behavior.
We are much more afraid of disgrace in the eyes of those who
know us and love us than we are of anything the law can do.

“The law can’t possibly control adultery and other vices, which
do indeed have serious and often disastrous consequences. But
they can be discouraged by social pressure, and social pressure
can only come from those people whose approval we want and
need, because their approval is hard to separate from our own
self-respect.

“Shame is more powerful than weaponry in making society
cohere, and recent experience should teach us how helpless the
state is in governing people who are beneath shame. The force
of the state can only supplement the prospect of disapproval that
keeps most of us in line. People feel shame in proportion as they
have strong social bonds; and when there are large numbers of
rootless people, there is not much anyone can do to prevent
lawlessness.”

—Joseph Sobran, in ““Sex, Family, and the State”,
THE FREE MARKET, April 1992.
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