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FIRST SAMUEL OF THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE PRE-MONARCHIC
ERA OF THE HEBREWS (circa 1300 B. C. - 1000 B. C.):

The Old Testament provides the accumulated wisdom of the an-
cient Hebrews and lays forth the foundations for social harmony
and abundance based on personal integrity and honesty in the
marketplace. Judaic monotheism emphasized self-control as the
responsibility of each individual and the basic guidelines for social
life were set forth in the Ten Commandments and precepts of the
Noahide Law. The Twelve Tribes had no centralized State or
kingship for over 200 years until they clamored for the selection of
a King. Samuel, their seer, warned (see 1 Samuel 8) against the
State, predicting that the kingship would bring conscription, taxa-
tion, eminent domain, and war.

ZENO (342-270 B. C.) and THE STOICS:

Zeno brought the Hebraic attitudes to the Greeks: that man should
strive to cultivate the moral life and that, relatively speaking,
worldly success was far less important than personal integrity and
truth-seeking. When Zeno died it was noted that "He made his life a
pattern to all, for he followed his own teaching.” The Stoics em-
phasize the supreme goal of character building as the essential
step for human happiness and as the prerequisite of a progressing
civilization. Cicero (106-143 B.C.) in his DE RE PUBLICA (lll, 22) set
forth the idea of a higher law of eternal justice which is superior to
the statutes and decress of the State. The law is not made by man
but is a product of the natural order of things and discoverable by
reason. "To invalidate this law by human legislation is never moral-
ly right, nor is it permissible to restrict its operation, and to annul it
wholly is impossible. Neither the senate nor the people can absolve
us from our obligation to obey this law, ... . It will not lay down one
rule at Rome and another at Athens, ... . But there will be one law,
eternal and unchangeable, binding at all times upon all peoples;

SARACENIC CIVILIZATION (circa 600-1400):

During the European Middle and Dark Ages, the flame of freedom
was kept alive in the Middle East and Iberian penninsual by the
Mohammedans. See the comments of Rose Wilder Lane in THE
DISCOVERY OF FREEDOM.

FRANCISCO DE VITORIA (1483?-1546), BARTOLOME DE LAS CASAS
(1474-1566):

These Spanish theological-jurists elucidated a priorietary theory of
justice by which they denounced the violent invasion and conquest
of the New World and supported the rights of the native in-
habitants. Without exception they defended the doctrine that “all
mankind is one”” and that all men are equally free on the basis of
natural law.

ETIENNE DE LA BOETIE (1530-1563):
La Boetie was a Frenchman who wrote THE DISCOURSE ON VOLUN-
TARY SERVITUDE (written circa 1550). He was one of the first to

elaborate the voluntaryist insight—that the State depends on the
sanction of its victims, that the State depends on the tacit consent
and cooperation of its citizens. He called for non-violent resistance,
not political or military action, to topple the regime in power.

THE SEPARATISTS (circa 1608-1623):

The Separatists believed that the lesser of two evils was still evil
and risked not only their lives, but those of their wives and children
in migrating to new lands in search of liberty. They also proved to
themselves that communism was an unworkable “vain conceit” of
Plato by offering one of the only comparative and historical ex-
amples of where communism and then private ownership were
practiced by the same people in the same place with the same
resources. Only a system of private ownership allowed them to sur-
vive.

JOHN LILBURNE (1614-1657)
1620-1663):

These were the best known of the English Levellers during the
English Civil War, circa 1640-1650. They based their initial support
of Cromwell and the regicide of Charles | on English common law
and the natural rights of the individual; but later opposed
Cromwellian rule because they recognized that nothing had chang-
ed. Lilburne was known as “"Freeborn John” and was more respon-
sible than any other person in English history for establishing the
right to remain silent before one’s accusers.

and RICHARD OVERTON (circa

JOHN LOCKE (1632-1704), ALGERNON SIDNEY (1622-1683), and
WILLIAM MOLYNEUX (1656-1698):

Locke and Sidney epitomize the emergence of the radical Whigs in
England. Authors of TWO TREATIES ON GOVERNMENT (1685) and
DISCOURSES CONCERNING GOVERNMENT (1682), respectively, they
began to elaborate proprietary theories of justice based on the self-
ownership and homesteading axioms. Sidney lost his life under a
charge of treason wherein he was accused of supporting the
lawfulness of resistance to oppression. Locke’'s theories argued
strongly for government resting on “consent of the governed.”
Molyneux, an Irishman and a friend of Locke, insisted on a literal
interpretation of Locke's ideas on consent of the governed and pro-
prietary justice. "To tax me without consent, is little better, if at all,
than downright robbing me.” (THE CASE OF IRELAND’S BEING
BOUND BY ACTS OF PARLIAMENT IN ENGLAND, 1698.)

1700’s

ADAM SMITH (1723-1790):

Smith was a leading representative of the Scottish enlightenment
thinkers and author of INQUIRY INTO THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF
THE WEALTH OF NATIONS (1776), which worked out some of the
earliest theories of the free market and the natural system of liber-

ty.

THOMAS JEFFERSON (1743-1826) and THOMAS PAINE (1737-1809):
These men represent the Freedom Philosophy of 1776, marked by
the opening statement of The Declaration of Independence: ail men
are endowed with ““certain unalienable rights” and that govern-
ments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed.
Paine, particularly, represents the view that the State is an enemy
of freedom and an instrument of tyranny and oppression, as oppos-
ed to those who consider the State as indispensible to individual
liberty because of its capacity to establish “law and order.”
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1. “"Help and Respond”’

In Issue 22 of THE VOLUNTARYIST | asked for assistance. |
solicited written submissions, as well as gift subscriptions to help
broaden our subscriber base. While we are always in need of more
first-class articles, the response has been gratifying. Charles
Curley has been writing his column of “Voluntary Musings” and I
look forward to more. Another subscriber was generous enough to
provide $750 for 50 ““unique” gift subscriptions to THE VOLUN-
TARYIST. In a special twist, the donor asked that THE VOLUN-
TARYIST go out to the chief executives of the 50 bottom-most com-
panies on the FORTUNE 500 list; his theory being that the ex-
ecutives of the 50 top companies are deluged with mail.

1'd like to thank everyone that responded in one form or another,
and would again like to urge readers to submit articles, letters to
the editors, cartoons for inclusion here. Please don't forget that
another way to support THE VOLUNTARYIST is through the pur-
chase of our literature. We have several books for sale, including
THE POLITICS OF OBEDIENCE, A VOLUNTARY POLITICAL GOVERN-
MENT, DOCUMENT ON THE USE OF SILENCE, NEITHER BULLETS NOR
BALLOTS and a new booklet on the contributions of businessmen
to civilization. Write me for details.

2. “It's my property. I'm paying taxes on it.”

The February issue of REASON Magazine cites (p. 14) a Lieben-
thal, Kansas women who opposed compulsory sewer hook up. In
defense of her refusal to abandon her outdoor privy, she claimed
the privy was her private property and that she was paying taxes on
it. It seems inconceivable to me that any property owner would de-
fend their right of ownership by referring to the fact that they pay
taxes on it. Doesn’t the women understand that taxation is a viola-
tion of property rights and that private property can and does exist
independently of State definition? The very fact that she is paying
taxes on it is evidence that the privy is NOT hers. If she truly owned
the privy she wouldn't be paying any taxes on it! This is a perfect
example of how people have been brainwashed and don't under-
stand property rights.

3. BENJAMIN R. TUCKER AND THE CHAMPIONS OF LIBERTY: A
CENTENARY ANTHOLOGY

Michael E. Coughlin, Printer and Pgblisher (1985 Selby Avenue,
'St. Paul, Minn. 55104) announces completion of a centennial
volume of essays honoring the 100th anniversary of the publica-
tion of LIBERTY. Your editor has contributed a chapter to the
book. My essay is titled “The English Individualist as They Appear
in LIBERTY.”” Contact the publisher for ordering information.

4. “There are no effective ... constraints on the monetary powers of
the ... United States.”

In an article | didn't discover until after | had penned " 'Hard’

Money in the Voluntaryist Tradition” (Issue 23), author Steven

Green analyzes “The Abrogation of Gold Clauses in 1933 and Its
Relation to Current Controversies in Monetary Economics™ (of all
the places to be published: ECONOMIC REVIEW of the Federal
Reserve Bank of Dallas, July 1986). Professor Green concludes that
"By confiscating private gold holdings, the government put itseif
in a position to realize an economic capital gain (almost $3 billion)
from the devaluation and deny that capital gain to private gold
owners. ... The gold clause episode strongly suggests that there are
no effective constitutional constraints on the monetary powers of
the federal government in the United States. ... The direct implica-
tion of this episode was that private agents could not protect the
value of contractual payments from changes in the value of
monetary unit by contracting in terms of gold.”

“More generally, this episode firmly established that the con-
tracts of private citizens either with each other or with the govern-
ment, cannot be written in such a way as to absolutely preclude
subsequent governmental interference with their execution. Con-
tracts cannot inhibit what is deemed by the Supreme Court to be
legitimate exercise of a constitutional power by the federal govern-
ment and the interpretation of what is ‘legitimate’ obviously can
change over time. Conceivably any contract could eventually be
deemed to be at odds with the Supreme Court’s prevailing notion of
the public interest, and rational individuals should take this uncer-
tainty into account when signing agreements.”

Again, so much for living in the land “of the free.”

5. “Is this advocating statism or not?”

In his essay, “The Case for a Genuine Gold Collar” (Llewellyn
Rockwell and Leland Yeager, eds., THE GOLD STANDARD—AnN
Austrian Perspective, Lexington: Lexington Books, 1985) Murray
Rothbard claims that the objection to governmental redefinition
of gold’s value is “equivalent to complaining about the govern-
ment’s repealing it own price controls because repeal would con-
stitute a governmental rather than a private action. A similar
charge could be leveled at a government's denationalizing any pro-
duct or operation. It is not advocating statism to call for the
government’s repeal of its own interventions.”’ (p. 9, emphasis
added)

As | argued in Issue 17 (“Button Pushing or Abdication: Which?),
wrong means will never lead toward the right end. To call for the
passage of any governmental legislation is to advocate statism and
reinforces the idea that governments have the power to rule over
us. Voluntaryists advocate a "‘thorough and upcompromising
disrespect for government and its laws. We should tell people, in no
uncertain terms, that the decress of government have no moral
legitimacy whatever—that they are on par with decrees of the
mafia.”” We must tell people that they have property rights
regardless of what the government legislates. We wish people to
look elsewhere than government for their freedom. They must
come to look at the government with contemptuous indifference.
This, rather than calling upon governments to dissolve themselves,
is what voluntaryists call for.

6. "The Best of the Worst””

The December 15th, 1986 issue of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
offered the following ““notable bloopers from the past, culled from
business historians.” Suppose any one of the businessmen in
charge of these disastrous projects had been planners in a cen-
tralized economy. They could have coercively pushed their projects
onto the public, regardiess of the public’'s desires. In the absence of
competition and free market prices, there is no way to tell how suc-
cessful a project is nor to fortell what successful projects were
never started because of centralization.

1917 BANKS AND BONDS

First National City Bank of New York opens it first office in
Moscow one week after the October Revolution. Convinc-
ed that the Bolshevik uprising is a flash in the pan, the
bank plunges heavily into Czarist bonds.

1921 A BETTER IDEA
Ford Motor Co. decides not to mess with success; it
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