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METHODS

Editor's Introduction: "The Voluntary I s†s seek to
reclaim the antl-polltlcal heritage of libertarianIsm."
As an example of that tradition I have selected a chapter
on voluntary1st "methods" written by Francis Dashwood
Tandy. Tandy (1867- ? ) , a supporter of the Individual-
ist Ideas of Benjamin Tucker, published the book, VOLUN-
TARY SOCIALISM, (from which this chapter Is taken) In
Denver during the Spring of 1896. The book was described
In advertisements In LIBERTY as "a complete and systemat-
ic outline of Anarchistic philosophy and economics, writ-
ten In a clear, concise, and simple style."

It's purpose. In the words of the author's Preface, was
to provide" a brief but lucid outline of ... Voluntary-
ism". It's title, although somewhat of a puzzler,Is easy
enough to explain. Throughout much of the 19th Century,
"socialism11 meant the abolition of every type of economic
privilege. According to Tandy, there were two types of
socialists: the State Socialist, who hoped to use the
government to abolish the surplus value created by legis-
lation (a method which he thought Inherently contradict-
ory) and the "voluntary Socialists or Anarchists", who
maintained that the exercise of free competition. In such
legally restricted areas as banking and tariffs (to name
just two), was the only way to eradicate social evils.

Tandy has a clear grasp of the voluntary 1st Insight and
the voluntary principle. He rejected revolutionary vio-
lence as impractical and unnecessary and saw electoral
politics as just another form of Institutionalized coer-
cion. In reviewing his comments, I have changed his ex-
pression "passive" resistance to the more modern nonviol-
ent resistance. I am proud to offer this condensed ver-
sion of Chapter XIII (pp. 186-201), which I suspect rep-
resents the first and only time It has reappeared In

ly 100 years. - Carl Watner

Many and various as are the different Ideas ïn regard to
what are the best social conditions, the opinions held
concerning the best methods of attaining the desired end,
are no less so. That different conditions may be brought
about by different means Is to be expected, but that so
many entirely different methods are proposed as likely to
produce the same results, Is indicative of the loose
thinking that is prevalent upon all subjects.

A correct Idea of what we wish to attain Is essential
before we are capable of discussing how we can. best at-
tain It. Usually a thorough understanding of the first
problem ís a sure guide to the solution to the second.
Having seen that the abolition of the State Is necessary
to progress, and that private enterprise Is perfectly ca-
pable of performing the duties for *hlch the State Is
said to be necessary, It Is now In order to discuss how
this end can be achieved. One thing should be borne In
mind from the start. It has been shown that the State Is
essentially an invasive Institution. Since the person of
the Invader Is not sacred, there Is no ethical reason why
we may not use any means ïn our power to achieve the re-
sults we desire. The State Is founded In force. There-
fore there Is no good reason why It should not be abol-
ished by force If necessary. The whole field is open to
us. All we are bound to consider Is, which method will
be most likely to meet with success.

Where Is the State? What is It? How are we to
attack It? We see Its agents around us every day. They
are not the State and do not pretend to be. Where Is the
State from which these agents derive their authority? It
only exists In men's minds. Karl Marx says: "One man Is
king only because other men stand In the relation of sub-
jects to him. They, on the contrary. Imagine that they
are subjects because he Is king." The officers of the
State derive their authority simply and solely from the
submission of Its citizens. When It Is said that the
State ís the main cause of our social evils, It must not
be forgotten that the State Is but a crude expression of
the average Intelligence of the community. Every law Is
practically Inoperative that Is very different from the
general consensus of opinion In the community. The posi-
tion of the State seldom exactly coincides with public
opinion In regard to new measures, because It moves much
slower than individuals. But It follows slowly In the
wake of new Ideas, and when It lags much behind Its power
Is weakened. These facts are seen very plainly In pro-
hibition States. They would be apparent to everyone,
were It not for the superstition that we must obey the
law because It Is the law. It Is said that our represen-
tatives are our servants. These servants make laws which
we consider bad, yet because they are our servants, we
must obey the laws they make! The State Is king only be-
cause we are fools enough to stand In the relation of
subjects to it. When we cease to stand In the relation
of subjects to It, It will cease to be king. So that. In
order to abolish the State, It Is necessary to change
people's Ideas In regard to It. This means a long cam-
paign of education.
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