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INTERVIEW WITH
PAUL JACOB

Paul Jacob, a libertarian activist, was indicted by the Arkansas
Grand Jury on September 23, 1982 for failure to register for the draft.
Although he is the 11th person to be indicted for this offense,
Jacob’s case is unique in that he is the only one the F.B.l. cannot
locate for prosecution, despite a nationwide search.

interview by Wendy McElroy

V: Has your opinion of the libertarian movement or the
direction libertarianism needs to take changed during the
period you have lived underground?

PJ: It has solidified. It has hardened. Before | joined the
Libertarian Party (LP), | considered myself a libertarian and |
was dedicated, at least to a major degree, to political activity
such as draft resistance. | was talking to people and trying to
educate people about freedom and individualism. Someone
told me “Well, if this is so good, why don’t you join the LP?”
At that moment, | couldn’t think what to say, so | said ‘| think
I will.” | was organizing before | joined the LP and my idea
then was ‘that the only way to stop the government was to
resist the government. In fact, the main thing | tried to get
across was that if we want to change something, we can’t ac-
cept it. | have always been against people who say you can
only change things through the system. | have always felt the
exact opposite. Once you are part of the system there is
nothing to change. You would have to change yourseif.

V: You are the problem?

PJ: Yes. At points after becoming a libertarian, | was more
in favor of political, electoral strategies, but as the draft issue
developed | began to see there is really no chance for 18 to 23
year olds to vote out everyone over 23.

V: Are you saying the draft is an issue which cannot be ef-
fectively approached through the electoral process?

PJ: Effectively, no. It could be made an issue electorally,
but you are not going to see major party politicians buck the
voting strength of those over 23 to satisfy those 18 to 23. If we
could somehow convince a majority of those over 23 that the
draft was wrong, then there might be some hope in the elec-
toral process to end it, but | think that is asking a little too
much. Anyway, as Carter started registration, it was clear to
me that | wasn’t going to register and that the only way, the
most effective way for those of us threatened with the draft to
beat it was to resist. Since | have been underground and since
| have travelled different places, | feel more and more sure
that the way to stop government slavery in this and all other
issues is to resist it physically, personally. It is not enough to
try and convince people to think as you do. You must act on
what you think. Convincing the masses is much easier if you
have taken action yourself, if you can say “this is what | did”
rather than “this is what | think.”

V: 1am surprised that you are not more of a cause celebre in
libertarianism as our own “fugitive from the FBI"...

PJ: laminisolated pockets.

V: Can you speculate as to why you have not received more
support from libertarian organizations, particularly the LP?

PJ: Well, | would like to preface it by saying that quite a few
individuals and some organizations have given me support. |
think one reason is because there is a question as to whether
the LP should support people who break the law—for the life
of me | don’t understand why. If we believe that taxation is
theft, that the draft is slavery—and any libertarian | call a
libertarian believes those things—then, why wouldn’t we
want to support someone who decided not to be robbed or
enslaved? It seems like those are the very people we would
want to support. But the only thing that | can figure is they
want to look like a credible, all American party. When | think
of myself as all American, | think of America as a land mass. |
think they are confusing America with a national government.
They want to emulate the other political parties who obvious-
ly don’t support people who break the law, but the other
political parties made those laws. So, the LP made a mistake.
They were trying to follow a path that was made by statists
rather than by libertarians.

V: One of the differences between socialism and liber-
tarianism as movements seems to be that socialists give sup-
port to movement people who are victimized by the State. Is it
simply that there is a stigma to breaking the law in liber-
tarianism which does not exist in socialism, or is there a
fuller answer?

PJ: For one thing, | think that libertarians as a group have
been less victimized than socialists or communists. There
was a time, and in many places in the United States it still is
the case, that killing a communist was a good thing to do.
Many policemen in places | have been would just as soon Kill
a communist as eat breakfast. They don't necessarily feel
that way toward libertarians.

V: Are you saying that the movement has not had to evolve
to deal with this problem?

PJ: What|am saying is that although our changes are much
more radical than the changes socialists or communists
would bring—what we have today is much closer to what they
are talking about than to what we are talking about—as seen
through the media and through the image we are projecting,
we are more mainstream America. The socialists and com-
munists know good and well they are not mainstream
America and have no chance of portraying themselves that
way. They want members and no one is going to join the Com-
munist Party if, when the police start pounding down your
door and you are sent to prison, you get no support. The fact
they are such minor and victimized parties forces them to do
that. If libertarians would speak the truth, speak what is real-
ly on their minds, they would find themselves becoming more
and more the victims of State aggression. We would see more
and more FBI activity in the Party and we might be the victims
of a few wiretaps, illegal searchs, etc. Basically, we have not
attempted to portray ourselves as an opposition and we have
not used resistance to the State. We really have not accepted
that as a means to freedom.

V: The libertarian movement of the 19th Century used to ac-
cept that you opposed the State by openly refusing to obey . .
. Thoreau’s On Civil Disobedience, for example. Do you think
the LP and the trend toward politics has made the movement
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more conservative?

PJ: Yes, | think that is it. In fact, at the Denver Convention,
the only one | have been to, | was surprised at how conse
vative the movement was. Ed Clark ran for President on a plat-
form of gaining credibility. Although we might be as radical
as any other group or more radical in our thoughts, it is our
actions which will be viewed by the media and other people
and our actions are not radical, except for a few cases. In
those cases, a lot of people seem to be afraid that we are go-
ing to look anti-American or communist. It is true that more
ignorant people tend to associate any type of radicalism with
communism, but on the whole | don’t think this is a problem.
Most people view us as a right wing group because we are not
willing to take strong stands and use resistance in civil liber-
ties areas.

V: How familiar are you with the tradition of non-violent
resistance?

PJ: Notvery. | have not read a whole lot about it. During high
school, | read Thoreau. | read Emerson and Thoreau together
and | tended to think Emerson was worthless and loved
Thoreau. Today, | think the left tends to use Thoreau more
than we do when, in reality, libertarian anarchists should
have a special place in their hearts for Thoreau who used the
motto: “That government which governs least governs best,”
and then turns around and takes it to its logical conclusion
which is that it governs not at all.

V: What is the best way for the libertarian movement to help
you?

PJ: There are numerous things. They should support every
form of resistance to the State. Number one priority. In other
words, they should support tax resisters, draft resisters,
those who resist regulations, drug users, prostitutes, and so
on. A lot of people in this country are victims of the law.
Others are resisting and becoming victims and they should
be our first priority. Our goal is not to take over the govern-
ment but to stop the government from oppressing people, vic-
timizing people, and we should never lose sight of that. It
would be much better to never get anyone elected and yet to
free one person from prison than to elect every official as a
libertarian and leave that one person in prison.

Also, if you have the right attitude you tend to do the right
things. Another attitude libertarians need to have is that they
shouldn’t worry about what the majority of Americans think
of any particular policy. That is for the Democrats and
Republicans to worry about because they are the ones who
are in office. They are getting the majority of votes. What we
have to do continually is to say what we have to say. Social
Security is a great example. There is no way Ronald Reagan
or any Republican can come out and say he is for making
Social Security voluntary. The media would kill him and he
wou'd lose the election. He doesn’t want to do that because
he sees the possibility of winning. Now, in any race the
chances of our getting 5% are not as good as the
Republicans or Democrats winning, so we shouldn’t worry

about infuriating 80% of the voters. We should be attracting
the 2 or 3 or 10% of the people truly against State coercion,
truly in favor of individual liberty. | think we need to keep in
mind what we are doing is right and it doesn’t matter how the
majority views our actions, only that our actions are designed
to bring freedom to people who otherwise would not have it.

- V: If you could resist registration publicty right now, what

would be your first priority? What is the most important thing
for public people to do?

PJ: Go to the high schools. When registration affected me |
was 20 years old which is only two years older than 18, but |
had been to college for a year. | had lived on my own, suppor-
ting myself. You are a lot older, especially if you have sup-
ported yourself, at 20 than at 18. You have been out of the
public education prison for two years and have a different
outlook. | wonder what | would have done at 18. I'm sure |
would not have registered. | don’t know if | would have been
public about it and | know | would have been much more
frightened about it. So | think the main thing to do is to go to
the high schools and the 18 year olds because they are the
ones who are affected now. Get information to them. 18 year
olds have been much better than my age group about the
draft. I'think it hurts to some degree that they are in public
school because they are getting the party line, so to speak.
But, at the same time, they can see the draft is slavery
because many of them see public education as slavery; they
are in it. So they definitely understand government control
and they are very receptive. It also would be a tremendous
recruiting thing to hit high school students with anti-draft
literature and just let them find out on their own at the end of
your pamphlet where it says Libertarian Party or Libertarian
Draft Group, let them find out about libertarianism that way. |
think they would be a lot more receptive to libertarianism if
they were helped by libertarians and then found out about the
ideas than if you tried to cram the whole libertarian
philosophy down their throats. Another good thing about that
age group is that, although high school teachers are statist,
college professors are much more statist, much more willing
to come out and admit it and better able to defend statism.
And | think that if we wait until students are in college for a
couple of years or out of college, they have not only been in
public schools and gotten the government line, they have
also had very intelligent people give them plausible excuses
for believing it. | think there are a million and one good
reasons to go to your high school. There is a possibility you
will be thrown out. But you won’t know until you try.

V: They can’t throw you off the sidewalks outside.

PJ: Right. And call the newspapers and television and let
them see that public education is not allowing diversity of
opinion to be seen by the students.

V: Newspapers don’t seem to be diverse in their opin-
ions themselves. Have you approached newspapers and had
them show disinterest or hostility?

P.J. From what | have been able to gather, if | called The
Arkansas Gazette or the Arkansas Democrat for an interview,
as soon as | was through with the interview, they called the
FBI and told them | had called. If | happened to sneak into
Arkansas and go to the Gazette office to do an interview, they
called the FBI as soon as it was through or, perhaps, while it
was in progress. So, they don’t necessarily expand what little
freedom of the press they have. There is not a great deal of
diversity. And one of the things | noticed was that before |
was indicted, they didn’t seem to think it was tremendously
newsworthy. Once | was indicted, once the government made
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