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INTERVIEW WITH
PAUL JACOB

Paul Jacob, a libertarian activist, was indicted by the Arkansas
Grand Jury on September 23, 1982 for failure to register for the draft.
Although he is the 11th person to be indicted for this offense,
Jacob's case is unique in that he is the only one the F.B.I, cannot
locate for prosecution, despite a nationwide search.

Interview by Wendy McElroy

V: Has your opinion of the libertarian movement or the
direction libertarianism needs to take changed during the
period you have lived underground?
PJ: It has solidified. It has hardened. Before I joined the
Libertarian Party (LP), I considered myself a libertarian and I
was dedicated, at least to a major degree, to political activity
such as draft resistance. I was talking to people and trying to
educate people about freedom and individualism. Someone
told me "Well, if this is so good, why don't you join the LP?"
At that moment, I couldn't think what to say, so I said "I think
I will." I was organizing before I joined the LP and my idea
then was*that the only way to stop the government was to
resist the government. In fact, the main thing I tried to get
across was that if we want to change something, we can't ac-
cept it. I have always been against people who say you can
only change things through the system. I have always felt the
exact opposite. Once you are part of the system there is
nothing to change. You would have to change yourself.

V: You are the problem?
PJ: Yes. At points after becoming a libertarian, I was more
in favor of political, electoral strategies, but as the draft issue
developed I began to see there is really no chance for 18 to 23
year olds to vote out everyone over 23.

V: Are you saying the draft is an issue which cannot be ef-
fectively approached through the electoral process?

PJ: Effectively, no. It could be made an issue electorally,
but you are not going to see major party politicians buck the
voting strength of those over 23 to satisfy those 18 to 23. If we
could somehow convince a majority of those over 23 that the
draft was wrong, then there might be some hope in the elec-
toral process to end it, but I think that is asking a little too
much. Anyway, as Carter started registration, it was clear to
me that I wasn't going to register and that the only way, the
most effective way for those of us threatened with the draft to
beat it was to resist. Since I have been underground and since
I have travelled different places, I feel more and more sure
that the way to stop government slavery in this and all other
issues is to resist it physically, personally. It is not enough to
try and convince people to think as you do. You must act on
what you think. Convincing the masses is much easier if you
have taken action yourself, if you can say "this is what I d¡d``
rather than "this is what I think."
V: I am surprised that you are not more of a cause celebre in
libertarianism as our own "fugitive from the FBI"...
PJ: lam in isolated pockets.

V: Can you speculate as to why you have not received more
support from libertarian organizations, particularly the LP?
PJ: Well, I would like to preface it by saying that quite a few
individuals and some organizations have given me support. I
think one reason is because there is a question as to whether
the LP should support people who break the law—for the life
of me I don't understand why. If we believe that taxation is
theft, that the draft is slavery—and any libertarian I call a
libertarian believes those things—then, why wouldn't we
want to support someone who decided not to be robbed or
enslaved? It seems like those are the very people we would
want to support. But the only thing that I can figure is they
want to look like a credible, all American party. When I think
of myself as all American, I think of America as a land mass. I
think they are confusing America with a national government.
They want to emulate the other political parties who obvious-
ly don't support people who break the law, but the other
political parties made those laws. So, the LP made a mistake.
They were trying to follow a path that was made by statists
rather than by libertarians.
V: One of the differences between socialism and liber-
tarianism as movements seems to be that socialists give sup-
port to movement people who are victimized by the State. Is it
simply that there is a stigma to breaking the law in liber-
tarianism which does not exist in socialism, or is there a
fuller answer?
PJ: For one thing, I think that libertarians as a group have
been less victimized than socialists or communists. There
was a time, and in many places in the United States it still is
the case, that killing a communist was a good thing to do.
Many policemen in places I have been would just as soon kill
a communist as eat breakfast. They don't necessarily feel
that way toward libertarians.
V: Are you saying that the movement has not had to evolve
to deal with this problem?
PJ: What I am saying is that although our changes are much
more radical than the changes socialists or communists
would bring—what we have today is much closer to what they
are talking about than to what we are talking about—as seen
through the media and through the image we are projecting,
we are more mainstream America. The socialists and com-
munists know good and well they are not mainstream
America and have no chance of portraying themselves that
way. They want members and no one is going to join the Com-
munist Party if, when the police start pounding down your
door and you are sent to prison, you get no support. The fact
they are such minor and victimized parties forces them to do
that. If libertarians would speak the truth, speak what is real-
ly on their minds, they would find themselves becoming more
and more the victims of State aggression. We would see more
and more FBI activity in the Party and we might be the victims
of a few wiretaps, illegal searchs, etc. Basically, we have not
attempted to portray ourselves as an opposition and we have
not used resistance to the State. We really have not accepted
that as a means to freedom.
V: The libertarian movement of the 19th Century used to ac-
cept that you opposed the State by openly refusing to obey ..
. Thoreau's On Civil Disobedience, for example. Do you think
the LP and the trend toward politics has made the movement


